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After spending a semester at FU, visiting students prepare to return to home universities
BY ELIZABETH COOPER

While most students look forward to going home for a break
at the end of the semester, "going
home" has much different connotations for 52 visiting students and
a professor at Fairfield who were
displaced from their New Orleans
schools as the result of Hurricane
Katrina.

"I'm so excited to go back,"
said Bianca Loffredo, a senior who
will return to Loyola New Orleans
in January. "I miss my friends terribly."
Many of the 52, both full-time
and part-time, students are from
the Connecticut area, although
some, such as Loffredo, who is
from Ecuador, are international or
from out of state. They come from

a number of New Orleans colleges
and universities including Tulane
and Loyola.
On Aug. 31, the Association
of Jesuit Colleges and Universities
(AJCU) issued a statement that said
"each of our [Jesuit] schools has
agreed to admit Loyola students as
visiting students for the fall semester, with the expectation that they
would return to Loyola in the spring

semester." Fairfield had the same
agreement with Tulane.
"I am very grateful that
Fairfield took me in and gave me
a place to live for this semester,"
Loffredo said.
New Orleans colleges and universities are set to open to students
in January for the spring semester.
However at some schools, such as
The University of New Orleans, not

all areas of campus are accessible
due to hurricane damage, according
to the school's website.
"As their visiting semester
comes to an end, it is important for
the students to determine whether
they will return to their New Orleans
colleges or seek other educational
SEE "FEW" ON P.
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FU hovers above
national retention rate

"IN HOLIDAY STYLE"

BY ELIZABETH BAE

Katie McCarthy/ The Mirror

Tra ia la la la: The quartet Sin Nomine performed at the Glee Club concert "In Holiday Style" last Saturday
at the Quick Center. Picture above (left to right): John Gallagher '06, Erika Ludwig '07, Jeff Toto '07 and Liz
Krane '07. For a full story on the concert, see p. 9

Alcohol. Drugs. Financial
Stress. Homesickness. Athletic
teams gone. Problems fitting in.
These are all reasons students
transfer or fail out of Fairfield
University.
Nationally, 73.6 percent of
freshmen stay at the four-year colleges they enrolled in, according
to the Web site of the Education
Commission of the States.
Fairfield's retention and graduation rate has hovered above
that figure for the past 15 years,
according to Judith Dobai, associate academic vice president for
Enrollment Management.
A decision to transfer or drop
out of college is a multifaceted
one.
"There are well over 50 stressors that contribute to a student's
decision to leave college," said
Jeanne DiMuzio, director of Wellness and Prevention. "Alcohol and
drugs are significant contributors
to the process."
"The range is different on
every campus, but anywhere from
10 to 24 percent of students leaving college indicate their alcohol
and drug use as a major factor,"
she added.

The college lifestyle interferes with students' time management, financial stability, emotional
health and academic success, according to DiMuzio.
Alison Sikora '06 said she
feels the same way.
"A lot of kids become overwhelmed with balancing partying
and school work," she said.
But Sikora said that she has
seen a lot of her friends from
home, not Fairfield, transfer from
their colleges.
"A lot of my friends were
either unhappy with social settings
or the academic work," she said.
"For some, the work was too hard
and for others, it was too easy."
Students may also struggle
with the distance from home and
not see Fairfield as a "good fit for
them personally," said Dobai.
"I have only seen a few students drop out or transfer. But
usually people that do leave, I
think leave for social reasons,"
said Chris McCarthy '06.
"Generally, Fairfield's retention rates are strong in comparison to national rates, but there is
always room for improvement,"
said Dobai.
SEE "CLASS" ON P.
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Jesuits, alumni, corporate leaders among five newly appointed trustees
BY ELIZABETH BAE

Most Fairfield students do
not know what a trustee is.
"It sounds like a bunch of
people sitting in a room with
chandeliers eating Brie cheese,"
said Tom Meehan '06.
Fairfield University recently
announced a group of five new
and diversely talented trustees:

two Jesuits, two alumni and a
corporate executive.
A trustee is defined as a
member of a board elected or
appointed to direct the funds
and policy of an institution.
These trustees have been chosen
by Fairfield University because
of their involvement and ties
to the school. They provide an
eclectic range of knowledge and

expertise.
Michael J. Garanzini, S.J.,
president of Loyola University
in Chicago, said his area of academic expertise is children and
family therapy. He has published
numerous books and articles
and has worked as a therapist
and a professor of marriage and
family therapy. He also speaks
about child and family issues to

elementary and secondary school
educators.
At Weston School of Theology in Cambridge, Mass., Garanzini's roommate was Fairfield
University President Rev. Jeffrey
von Arx.
"I was the better cook, however, so it fell to me to do a lot
of the hosting of parties and dinners. Fr. von Arx was smarter,"

he said.
Garanzini is also a trustee of
Loyola University New Orleans
and said, "I'm very honored to be
on the Fairfield Board."
Brian Hull, a 1980 Fairfield
graduate and the senior vice
president in Global Private Client
SEE "VON ARX" ON P.
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Rusesabagina, the "Rwandan Schindler" speaks to Quick Center audience
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Katie McCarthy/The Mirror

"History keeps on repeating itself, but we never
learn": Paul Rusesabagina, whose experience during the Rwandan genocide of 1994 was chronicled
in last year's indie movie hit "Hotel Rwanda," spoke
to a nearly-full Quick Center last Thursday night.
Following his presentation, Mr. Rusesabagina (left)
answered the questions of attendees such as Mike
Davis '08 (right). He also signed bookplates (above)
in advance of his upcoming book, from which 20
percent of the profits would be donated to his notfor-profit foundation.

Nineteen Fairfield students apply for Fulbright scholarship
BY VALERIE MONTINAT

Coveted for its prestige and opportunity, the Fulbright symbolizes the ultimate
trophy for postgraduates seeking international graduate study, research or a teaching
assistantship.
The Chronicle of Higher Education,
which is the number one news source for
college and university faculty members and
administrators, ranked Fairfield University
as one of the top producers of Fulbright
awards for universities with a masters
program. This year 19 students from the
university have applied for the flagship
award.
"It's very difficult to predict how many
(students) will get it. It depends on a lot of
factors," said Benedetta Maguire, operations assistant in the College of Arts and
Sciences, who assists students through the
application process for the Fulbright.
According to the Fulbright U.S. Student Program manual, the selection of Fulbright recipients is a three-stage process.
The National Screening Committee, which
meets in November and December, reviews
applications and recommends candidates
for further consideration. The supervising
agencies abroad receive the applications of
recommended candidates for further review
and placement at foreign universities, but it
is the Fulbright Foreign Scholarship Board
that makes the final selection.
Maguire said that before the Oct. 21
application deadline, students met with
the advising committee at the university
to present a draft of their proposal and a
personal statement in which they state the
reason they are applying for the Fulbright
scholarship.
"I had meetings with [Associate Dean
of the College of Arts and Sciences] Dean

Gogol [Fulbright Program Adviser] and
the committee and other advisors probably about one to two times a week during
the months of September and October.
It was a constant process," said Lauren
Woelflein '06, who applied this year for
the Fulbright for a teaching assistantship
in a migrant community in Germany.
"It's very demanding for both the student and the faculty," said Marie-Agnes
Sourieau, associate professor of modern
languages and literature, who is a member
of the advising committee that guides students through the application process.
Even though the application process
can be overwhelming, the advising committee at the university, which is led by
Gogol, offers support to students applying
for the Fulbright.
"Faculty advisors are available at all
times to read your twenty-seventh draft
literally. They are just so well informed
about the entire process that they provide
a great support system," said Alexis Cedano '06 who applied to do research on
the immigration policy in the United Arab
Emirates.
Along with providing support, the
advising committee also provides students
with direction in their project proposals.
"I encourage them [applicants for the
Fulbright] to get to know the country where
they want to study in order to have a more
engaged proposal," said Wendy Kohli,
the assistant professor of curriculum and
instruction who is a member of this year's
advising committee.
Once the application is submitted,
which includes three letters of recommendation, a project proposal, a personal
statement and a language evaluation, students must wait for a final decision on their
application that is announced some time

Jim Scholl/The Mirror

Fulbright applicant Lauren Cesiro '06 displays her work at Open Studios.
between April and June.
"We have been working on these applications for months and so much time and
effort has gone into it. Now that it is out of
our hands and there is nothing else we can
do but wait, it is very nerve wracking," said
Ashlee Fox '06 whose intended topic of
study is International Trade in Uruguay.
While the process of applying for a
Fulbright scholarship may seem like a
daunting task, students who applied this
year agree it is worth the hard work.
"It's a long process, but one that
proves to be rewarding no matter what the
outcome," said Lauren Cesiro '06, who
applied this year for a Fulbright to study
photography in New Zealand.
Although applying for a Fulbright is a
time-consuming process and requires a lot
of preparation, it is also a learning experience for students.

"The application process required
extreme care and detail and allowed me to
look at my own work in a completely new
way," said Cesiro. "I was able to organize
my thoughts about my own work, which
will help me in the long run."
But students also had to make a variety of sacrifices during the application
process.
"You have to be willing to meet with
teachers to go over your proposal, meet
with the dean to make sure you're on track,
and take time out of every day to keep up
with e-mails and all the paperwork," said
Cesiro.
Gogol said that it's never too early to
apply for the Fulbright due to the amount
of preparation and efforts it requires.
• "It's not an easy task," said Sourieau.
" It requires a lot of determination and
commitment."
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Von Arx Film wins "Best of Show" at Aurora Awards Spring breakers
BY

Bo MOORE

Last year, Fairfield University welcomed its first new president in 25 years.
To introduce Fr. Jeffrey von Arx, S.J., to the
student body, Fairfield's Media Center was
commissioned to produce a short biographical film to be shown at the Inaugural Ball.
Presented at the dance in Oct. 2004,
"The Doors" recounts von Arx's path to
Fairfield, focusing on the transitional periods of his life which led to his Jesuit vocation from his Long Island childhood to his
religious awakening in a Princeton chapel.
The 12-minute film was well-received
by students and faculty, and the admirable
and humorous portrayal of von Arx in "The
Doors" has transcended our immediate community, winning the Platinum Best of Show
Award at the 2005 Aurora Awards.
Interviews with von Arx, as well as his
family and friends, narrate his experiences
in school, early priesthood, and university
teaching.
The film championed the "tributes
and recognitions" category in this annual
celebration of independent documentaries,
commercials and cable productions. Author of "The Doors," Karen Connolly who
is the Media Center designer, writer and
producer, explains that the most essential
concept in the film was the metaphor of
the doors as passages of life. With Digital
Media and Television Director of the Media
Center Steve Minnick, Connolly aimed to
"capitalize on the idea of transitional doors,"
something that college students face every
fall and spring.
While her successful vision found much
acclaim, she emphasized von Arx's personality as the inspiration for her script.
"He wanted to be a part of the student
body.. .not just to disappear into his office,"

she said.
Every interviewee in the film, from
von Arx's sister to various past colleagues,
testified to his outgoing nature, frequently
describing him as a gracious and very intelligent person who was always a friend
above all else.
Obtaining these testimonies via interview was Minnick's task, who along with
Television Producer and Director of the Media Center Brian Merry and Master Editor
of the Media Center Jason Kapell, traversed
the east coast to meet with people who have
lived and worked with Fr. von Arx.
The film's lighthearted tone and warmth
is generated in these narratives, in particular
with the contrasting childhood tales from
his sister, Genie, and von Arx himself.
Genie jokingly explains that von Arx was a
"persnickety" big brother.
The film is supplemented with home
footage and photographs donated by Fr.
Von Arx, who was extremely easygoing and
helpful throughout the filming, according
to Connolly.
However, there were some technical
obstacles faced by Minnick's crew. While
filming the Georgetown campus, where
von Arx taught 19th Century British History,
heavy rain made the shots difficult. Luckily,
Minnick switched to 24P film, which did not
pick up the falling rain.
Even then, he explains, "we had to keep
avoiding people with umbrellas."
There was also the issue of how to make
the doors physically open with every scene
transition. In the film, the camera gravitates
toward the doors, which magically open
to reveal the other side. Minnick says that
strings were used to rig them open at the
exact moments.
To convey a sense of truly walking
through the doors in von Arx's shoes, no
tripods were used for these scenes, so the

fearless
Students continue to book
spring break trips after
Halloway disappearance
BY JODI MlNERVINO

Bo Moore/ The Mirror

Steve Minnick and Karen Connolly,
designers and directors of "The Doors."
camera bounces as if it were the viewer's
own eyes.
By the end of the project, the crew had
accumulated about 12 to 15 hours of footage, which was painstakingly edited and
sequenced to music by Kapell and Connolly.
With the final product having evolved into
an award-winning masterpiece, Connolly
is surprisingly passive about the acclaim:
"(awards) are great...but you can't dwell
on them," she said, hoping that this method
will enable her to "approach each project
with a fresh vision."
Minnick is similarly composed, but
adds that "it's nice that someone who's not
connected to Fairfield could appreciate and
relate to the film."
His insight seems a true testimony to
both the quality and poignancy of "The
Doors," as well as to the genuine integrity
of Fr. von Arx.

Alcohol violation fines replaced by toy purchases
BY NICK CARUSO

Fairfield University students and administrators have teamed up to run a Toys
For Tots drive on campus that is transforming alcohol violation fines into toys for
needy children.
A blending of ideas between a Fairfield
senior and the Dean of Students, the drive
will require students owing money for a
Student Conduct Violation to pay off their
debt with unwrapped gifts and toys of a
comparable amount.
Caitlin Wagner '06 said the idea started
in an Interpersonal Communication class
she took with Dr. Sally Anne Ryan.
"She told us about the Boston Police
Department's success with their parking
ticket compensation program last Christmas," she said. "I thought it was a great idea
so I pursued it."
After discussing several possible ideas
with Mark Reed, dean of students, and Bill
Schimpf, vice president for Student Services, Wagner said it was Reed and Schimpf
who proposed the Student Conduct Fine
compensation program.
Reed noted that the goal of disciplinary
fines is not to support Fairfield's budget and
viewed the program as beneficial for the
campus.
"It was the perfect opportunity to part-

Jim Scholl/The Mirror

Toyland, joyland: Students collect donations in the BCC for a Toys For Tots drive.
ner up," said Reed. "Anytime we can help
out other things like charity we're happy
to do so."
All students with conduct violations
were sent a letter and flyer from the Reed
saying that their fine has been changed and
that their deadline had been extended. Upon
bringing the gifts and receipts to the dean of
student's office, students have their names
removed from the fine list.
"It is beneficial for them [students with
fines] because their deadline is extended and
the majority of students have been excited to
see that their fine money is going to a good
cause instead of being handed over to the
dean of student's office," said Wagner.
Wagner also said that most students

fail to realize that conduct fines are usually
either filtered back to student organizations
or donated to various causes.
Since flyers distributed across campus
do not specify the drive for conduct violators
only, the entire campus is invited to bring
in toys to support Toys For Tots. A drop
off point is located next to the information
desk and toys will continue to be collected
through the remainder of the week.
Wagner was pleased with the outcome,
receiving more than 100 e-mails from students wanting to help out.
"It's a win-win situation in my mind,"
she said. "Students are giving back and reversing their fine for the betterment of needy
children during the Christmas season."

Bikinis. Suntans. Partying.
Students look forward to spring break
all year, and in a perfect world, they would
not have to admit that sometimes binge
drinking in an exotic location with people
you have just met can be a deadly combination.
The most popular spring break destinations are Cancun, Jamaica, Acapulco, South
Padre Island and Panama City, according to
a 2004 USA Today report.
With the media's heavy coverage
of 18-year-old Alabama student Natalee
Holloway's disappearance in Aruba in May,
it is hard for students to ignore the potential
dangers of spring break.
Bob Riley, the governor of Alabama,
has recently called for the boycott of travel
to Aruba in an attempt to receive more
cooperation in the Holloway case from
authorities in Aruba.
"I would not allow my daughter to go
to Aruba," he said.
Riley has asked his fellow governors
to support him and make the boycott nationwide.
"I'm not nervous about going away
for spring break, but the dangers of it are in
the back of my mind," said Andy Bean'06.
"I would much rather go to Florida than a
tropical island. My parents would feel better too if I went somewhere in the United
States."
In an ABC special news report called
"Spring Break: Fun Can be Deadly," which
aired in March, spring break was called
"the Super Bowl of hook-ups." The report
emphasized how binge drinking and casual
sex are glamorized, which can be potentially
dangerous, especially when date rape drugs
are thrown into the mix.
Dean of Students Mark Reed said he
does not know of any Fairfield students
who have ever been killed or harmed on
spring break.
Stephanie Hohler '06 plans to go to a
tropical location for her vacation. She said
safety issues did not cross her mind when
deciding where to go for spring break.
"There is the potential for danger no
matter where you go, plus I know my friends
won't ditch me," Hohler said.
Brook Matthews, a sophomore at Wake
Forest University in North Carolina, also
believes that sticking with her friends will
minimize the dangers of spring break.
"I'm not afraid to go because I feel like
I wouldn't put myself in any danger. I'll
be surrounded by my friends," Matthews
said. "I do recognize that it's kind of scary,
especially after what happened to Natalee
Holloway."
There are three simple tips that can help
students have a safe spring break. Never
leave your drink unattended and never
accept a drink from anyone other than the
bartender. Most importantly, stick with and
take care of your friends.
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Few visiting students hope to remain at FU
CONTINUED FROM P.1

experiences," said Judy Dobai, associate
academic vice president for Enrollment
Managment.
"We hope, for the health and rebuilding of these college communities,
that the majority of students will choose
to return to New Orleans this spring,"
she added.
Loffredo and Aaron Melchizedek, a
student from Tulane, acknowledge that
the city will be different, but are looking
forward to returning.
"I'm not really nervous about going
back to New Orleans," said Melchizedek.
"I know it won't be the same city that
it was, but it will still have the same
character it once had, and I am excited
about being down there for the rebuilding
of the city."
Loffredo agreed.
"I know the city is still going to
be a mess and maybe even a little more
dangerous than before, but I'm still dying
to get back and hope that things will go
as smoothly as possible," she said.
According to an article in the Washington post, many displaced students,
especially freshman, are finding themselves so much at home that they are
reluctant to return to their New Orleans
schools.
This was not the case for Loffredo.
Although she felt the cafeteria food at
Fairfield was much better than at Loyola,
she has not "made acquaintances with
anybody here."
"It made me think that people here
aren't as friendly as down south," Loffredo said, adding that she is used to
"Southern hospitality."

Melchizedek felt differently.
"I would like to stay in touch with
some of the people I have met up here,"
he said. "A lot of them have been really
enjoyable classmates."
Dobai said that only a handful of
students have looked into remaining at
Fairfield after this semester. They have
been advised to follow the regular admis-

sions process if they wish to do so, as
they were not required to submit transcripts or applications in September.
"I would like to thank everyone who
has helped me out at Fairfield and made
my stay as enjoyable as it has been,"
said Melchizedek. "I will remember it
fondly."
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Quick Center lacking student attendance at performances
BY STEPHANIE LAUTO

New Haven Symphony Orchestra.
Russian National Ballet. NBC Newsman
Tim Russert.
Fairfield's Quick Center for the Arts
makes the arts available to everyone with its
insightful speakers and performers for the
campus and Fairfield community.
The only thing missing from most of the
events is Fairfield University students in the
740-seat Kelley Theatre or 150-seat Wien
Experimental Theatre, which together host
an average 500 arts events per year.
"We try to do something for everyone
here in terms of the type of programming,"
said Director of Programming Deborah
Sommers, "But that's also cost prohibitive."
Though the Quick Center staff wishes
that student attendance would increase, they
notice that students mostly attend when
faculty requires them to.
Tickets are earmarked for students, but
when the free student tickets, which could
be sold to the public instead, are unused, the
center loses revenue.
"You can't let tickets just die away,"
Sommers said.
Sommers also said that many performers have high-profile names and are sold out
in advance. If students don't take advantage of tickets, they go back for sale to the
broader community.
The Quick Center is ticket revenue
and fundraising dependent; the center does

not receive money from student tuition or
the government's Arts Endowment Fund.
It is for this reason that 90 percent of its
events are geared toward the community
and public.
Some students such as Kate McGann
'08 are annoyed that so much attention is
focused on the community. McGann, who
wanted to attend a lecture for extra credit
for a class, was unable to see NBC Newsman Russert last month. But she was one
of several students who could not secure a
seat in the theater.
When asked if she thought that Quick
Center events are geared toward the community, McGann replied, "absolutely, hands
down, definitely." She observed that the majority of the audience were townspeople.
Mary McCall '09, who did get a free
ticket, noticed similar demographics at the
Russert event. The audience was "mostly
adults" and "definitely packed ... it was
more focused toward the Fairfield community." McCall also admitted that she
would not have gone if her professor hadn't
required it.
University President Father Jeffrey von
Arx, S.J., also agreed that it's an "important
part of our outreach to the community ...
and the community loves it." But at a press
conference earlier this semester, he spoke
of the need for more cultural programming
for students as the university looks to offer
alternatives to partying.
"Social life is important too, frankly,"
said von Arx. He stressed that development

Stressing out about...

of cultural life on campus would help tie
life in the classroom with life outside of the
classroom and foster an even better quality
of life for students.
This year, the Quick Center is featuring
events such as the Chamber Music Society
of Lincoln Center, Dave Samuels and The
Caribbean Jazz Project and recreations of
vintage radio dramas.
The Open Visions Forum series is also
held at the center, and featured Newsman
Russert, Writer and Educator Leonard Fein,
Author Isabel Allende and Neurologist
Oliver Sacks.
Members of the off-campus community
such as Ryan Odinak, executive director of
the Fairfield arts council (FAC), expressed
appreciation for the Quick Center.
"I think the Quick is a fantastic community resource and the association of the
Quick to Fairfield U can only be a positive
one," he said.
FAC holds their annual Artist of the
Year event at the center and receives a very
positive response. It is especially useful for
"building audiences" and bringing people
together, Odinak said
FUSA president Jess DiBuono '06 applauds the Quick Center, believing that it
can "serve as a great forum for both community and University students to gather
and attend lots of diverse events." For Open
Visions fans, the Dean of Students office
offers some tickets to a limited number of
students, she said.
Sommers also said that the Quick

Katie McCarthy/ The Mirror

CLOSED: Tickets are sold to the community if students don't purchase or take
them during a certain period.
Center generally only sells half the tickets
to the community to pay for the Open Visions Forum.
The other 200 to 300 tickets are offered
through the faculty, she said, who then have
the "responsibility to utilize those tickets for
their classes."
Sommers encourages students to explore the Quick Center and get involved in
upcoming events like Opera Verdi Europa or
Ballet Flamenco Jose Porcel. Many students
may discover unknown interests like dance
or jazz in the process.
She said, "It isn't for everybody ... but
it might inspire you!"
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Von Arx's former roommate one of five new
university trustees
CONTINUED FROM P.1

with Merrill Lynch,majored in accounting and lived in Regis
Hall and on Lantern Point. He said he enjoyed his time at
Fairfield immensely and knew that he wanted to stay in touch
with the university.
Hull went to Catholic school his entire life and said the
Jesuit education, with its well-roundedness and spiritual
component, has been very helpful to him. He also said he has
encountered a number of Fairfield graduates in his profession
who "all seem very well prepared for business."
When Hull was a student, he never imagined he'd one day
be a trustee.
"Not in my wildest dreams," he said.
Hull said he was stunned, honored and incredibly flattered
when he was asked to become a trustee.
"I think Fr. von Arx is terrific," said Hull, who has three
children and said he would be very supportive if any of them
chose to attend Fairfield. "I'm excited about getting involved
to see if there are more ways I can help. I'm here to be a resource
and try to be helpful and add whatever perspective I can."
Before the Pope appointed George V. Murray, S.J., as the
Bishop of the Diocese of St. Thomas in the Virgin Islands, he
was the auxiliary pope of Chicago.
Murray said he does administrative and spiritual work in St.
Thomas that includes working with priests, visiting each parish
and school, meeting with various interest groups and school
boards, managing budgets, speaking and writing about issues
of importance to people of the diocese and teaching classes on
the Catholic faith.
Murray has been a trustee for Inner City Teaching Corps
in Chicago, Loyola University in Chicago, Mount St. Mary's

College in Maryland, Detroit Neighborhood Housing Service,
Loyola Academy in Detroit, St. Joseph's University in Philadelphia, University of Detroit and Gonzaga College High School
in Washington, D.C.
He said serving on Fairfield's Board of Trustees is an
honor.
"After my first meeting, I flew back to the Virgin Islands
with the thought that the Fairfield Board was one of the best on
which I have served," Murray said. "I am impressed by how
focused the meetings are and by the high level of dedication to
the university that is evident among the trustees."
"I am sure that I will learn a great deal from the Fairfield
Board, and I hope to make a substantial contribution to the
future of the university through my service," he said.
Other new board members are Patricia E. Hutton, a 1985
Fairfield graduate and executive vice president and chief financial officer of NBC Universal Pictures and Studios, and Fairfield
resident Ned Lautenbach, a partner of Clayton, Dubilier and
Rice and the Chairman of Covansys.
Accounting major Kristen Vissichelli '06 does not see
herself as being a trustee in the future.
"I don't really know what they do," she said. "But it sounds
important and prestigious." .
All of the 15 students interviewed did not know what a
trustee was. The majority declined comment because they said
they "didn't want to sound stupid."
"I am very pleased to welcome the new Trustees to the
Board and look forward to working with them in the coming
year," Fr. von Arx said. "Each one brings special talents and
experiences that will help to inform the board's decisions
and thus make the University a stronger institution."

$
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Class of 2008 has
second highest
retention rate in more
than 10 years
CONTINUED FROM P.1

According to Dobai, Fairfield's class
of 2008 had 90.9 percent of its students
return for their sophomore year, the highest
second year retention rate since 1993. The
class of 2007 has retained 88.5 percent of its
original 789 students. This year's graduating class has 78.7 percent, or 639 students
of its original 814, who have returned for
their senior year.
The class of 2006 had the lowest percentage of students return for their sophomore year than in any other recorded year.
Dobai said the decline was due to the
elimination of the football and hockey
teams in 2002.
"That was understandable for students
who were committed to playing their sport,"
she said.
Dobai thinks it is important for students
who leave or fail out of Fairfield to find an
alternate fulfilling path, whether that be
another full-time experience or becoming
a part-time student.
"A college education is an investment
of your time and money into yourself. It is
the expansion of your thoughts and ideas,
your world perspective, your ability to solve
problems," she said.
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A broader audience
Fairfield was extremely fortunate to have Paul Rusesabagina, the "Rwandan Schindler" whose story was told
in "Hotel Rwanda," on campus last week.
Rusesabagina's story was a powerful one that urged
students to act, even if only by sharing what they heard
with others.
As impressive as the event itself was, equally outstanding was the overwhelming student turnout at the
Quick Center.
For once, the big event on campus on a Thursday
night was not a party, but a lecture. Rather than lining up
for cabs to the beach, students lined up to gain entrance
into the Kelley Auditorium.
While some students were required to attend for class,
many were not and were excited at. the chance to listen
to a man who gave so much to others. The lecture was
an opportunity to extend curiosity beyond the classroom;
this, after all, is what college should be about.
The student body was lucky that an event featuring
such a prominent speaker was hosted by FUS A/FYE. As
a result, seats were offered to undergraduates before the
public at the reasonable price of $5.
While last-minute, discounted rush tickets are available to students immediately before most events, many,
especially Open Visions Forums, are sold out long before
and the audience tends to be predominantly Fairfield
residents.
The university community is lucky to have such an
attractive performing and fine arts venue, and it is our
hope that the administration, as well as student groups,
will strive to host speakers who are both of interest to and
economical for undergraduates.
For all our complaints of apathy plaguing the student
body, Thursday night proved that given the affordable
opportunity to listen to someone whose ideas relate to
classroom lessons, students will be willing to open their
eyes to life outside the bubble.
The editorial represents the opinion of the majority of The Mirror editorial
board. What is your opinion? Write to us: themirror@stagweb.fairfield.edu
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Letters to the editor must be timely and submitted by disk,
e-mailed to themirror@stagweb.fairfield.edu
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There are no guarantees of publication and all submissions must be signed.
The Mirror reserves the right to edit letters and articles for content,
length and grammatical error. Letters should be free of obscenities
and personal attacks, and should contain correct and factual information.
Please keep letters to under 350 words.
Include a daytime phone number at which the author can be reached.
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Haul out the holly!
MARK'S MADNESS
MARK SERVIDIO

My housemates and I were putting the finishing
touches on our rather extravagant Christmas decorations on Sunday night when we were called "overachievers" by a passersby. If only my professors felt
the same way about me.
Overzealous Christmas decorating has nothing
to do with overachieving; our efforts were sparked
by pure Christmas spirit. And, perhaps a bit by the
decorating competition sponsored by RAZOR/
UNITE, which promises a $300 gift certificate to
Stop and Shop.
In no sense of the word are we overachievers.
In fact, all of us missed classes for the sake of the
rabid Christmas frenzy. But hey, sacrifices needed
to be made.
This year, I have learned that when it comes
to decorating for Christmas, there is no such thing
as tackiness; this word simply does not exist in my
vocabulary. Draping your house in thousands of
multi-colored lights is
not tacky. Clark Griswold was certainly not
tacky.
The next time you
look out your window
and see me putting up
even more lights, you'll
probably think I'm a bit
crazy. Rightfully so.
But if you haven't spent
countless hours on a
wobbly ladder perfectly
positioning a wreath,
you really don't know
what you're missing.
Nothing can get you
in the spirit of Christmas
as easily as stapling up
a couple dozen Strands

a friendly decorating competition either, even if the
contest turns fiercer and fiercer on a nightly basis.
I take more pride in my holiday lights than in my
schoolwork and you should, too. Nobody is ever going to see what you got on that biology test, but they
will see how festive your house looks.
The one downside of the competition is that oncampus residents were told by Residence Life that
the lights and decorations must be taken down by
Dec. 11. If the administration really expects them to
come down by then, they will have to pull the lights
down themselves.
Our display and the huge wreath hanging from
the back of our house would undoubtedly survive a
hurricane.
The single week this school gives us to celebrate
this joyous holiday until we get romped by finals is
way too short. I suggest everyone keeps his or her
lights up until at least Dec. 23.
So when you can't sleep at night because your
crazy neighbor's lights are too bright, stop by for
some cookies and holiday ale and realize that the
house is not on fire. Those are Christmas lights, and
'tis the season to be merry.

Mark Servidio /The Mirror

of lights.
Merry and bright: Residents of this townhouse are in the Christmas spirit.
And there is nothins like
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Donations should come from the heart, not from a judicial sentence
THAT'S PHANTASTIC
ASHLEY PHAN

One would assume that as a Jesuit school, our administrators would not have to bribe us
to spread holiday cheer and help those who are less fortunate. However, a bribe took place
when Mark Reed, dean of students, and Bill Schimpf, vice president for student services,
proposed the Student Conduct Fine compensation program.
This program requires that students with conduct violations repay outstanding fines with
unwrapped gifts that will then be donated to charity.
The first problem with this is that the definition of a donation is the act of giving something,
especially to charity. Nowhere in this definition does it state that you get something in return.
Therefore, one shouldn't expect something in return. People across the nation donate to Toys
for Tots and are happy with the fact that they are making a difference in a child's life.
My family donates toys to Toys for Tots every year at our nearest grocery store. We
don't stand there and wait for something in return. It would be like one asking of those men
that ring the bell outside stores for Salvation Army donations for a $50 bill.
What ever happened to holiday spirit? I know it makes me feel good to do a good deed
without something in return.
I don't think the less fortunate would like the fact the only reason they got their learning leap frog or holiday Barbie was because some freshman was playing flip cup at Fairfield
and got busted.
Let's be honest, it is tempting. I would much rather buy a toy for a child then pay a fine for
an alcohol violation that goes toward...well, I'm not really sure where it goes. Are you?

Is "Christmas" becoming
a dirty word?
BY BRIAN BARNETT

(U-WIRE) West Virginia U. - With
the Winter Break approaching, you might
be surprised to hear what is becoming the
filthiest word in the English language.
Last week, my professor, after being
asked repeatedly, told the class he was
"pretty damn sure the final is on Tuesday."
Yesterday, when I was walking
through the Mountainlair, a gentleman
wearing an oversized "Goonies" shirt
nearly missed running into the "Smoothies" sign and responded by verbally announcing "holy s-." An oxymoron of a
statement, but it still doesn't compare to
the newest shocking vulgarity.
Last week I overheard a conversation
between Frat Guy X and Frat Guy XXX
in which the f-word was dropped more
times than Lil' Wayne has dropped it like
it's hot.
. Frat Guy X: "Hey, what the f- are you
f-ing doing tonight?"
Frat Guy XXX: "I don't f-ing know.
Let's just get f-ing f-ed up!"
Despite the immense amount of humor I find in this lack of vocabulary and
their talent to use the f-word as multiple
parts of speech, it still doesn't compare to
what's becoming the raciest of all words.
That word is Christmas. Or should I say,
"C-mas?"
That's right; the holy day of Christmas is so preposterous to speak of that
it's becoming banned in almost every
area of life.
Take for example in Boston last week
when the city unveiled its "holiday tree"
donated from Nova Scotia. The donor of
the tree provided the tree in faith that his

tree would be called a Christmas tree. It
wasn't.
Never mind that the origin of the
Christmas tree dates back to 780 A.D. in
Germany when a Christian missionary, St.
Boniface, declared a fir tree as a symbol to
be called the tree of the Christ child.
In Detroit, an abusive battle is raging over outdoor decorations. Neighbors
are hurling insults at the family, and the
neighborhood association is requiring the
family to remove their decorations or face
fines as much as $100 a week.
The reason for the commotion is the
word Christmas and a nativity scene that
can be seen from the road. Never mind
that the origin of decorating houses can be
traced back to the fifteenth century when
the Church of England declared that the
custom at Christmas is for every man's
house and also the parish churches to be
decorated.
Retail stores across the nation, like
Wal-mart and Target, have officially
replaced the advertisement of Christmas
sales and greetings with fuzzier, less
shocking sayings like "holiday" and "seasons greetings."
This is all just absurd.
How soon we have forgotten that
without the birth of Christ and without
Christianity, there would be no tree,
there would be no decorations, and there
wouldn't even be the season of buying,
giving and receiving that businesses depend on so much this time of year.
Next thing you know, we'll be changing Thanksgiving to "Holidaygiving"
for those disgruntled people who don't
believe in it.
This religious censorship has gone too
far. I will miss you, Christmas

And if the administration is going to bribe us to make donations, why are they excluding so many students? There are several of
us out there who do not have a pending fine
for a Student Conduct Violation. What about
the students that have just recently paid their
debt? Sucks for them. They could have spent
$10 on a toy instead of paying a fine that
would have probably cost them much more.
Or what about the students that do not
have an outstanding fine? Should they break
the rules in the student handbook so that they
can get a fine- and then buy a toy to make it
disappear? Perhaps those "good" students
should start an underground Texas Hold'em
casino in the basements of their townhouses.
Or maybe the first floor of freshmen guys in
Jogues should get together and hire a stripper
from Bridgeport and have her perform her
"services" in the corner room triple.
But wait, some think they can only donate a toy if they get caught. So they need to
make sure they get caught, go to judicial, get
a fine, and buy a toy.
Happy holidays and help those less forKatie McCarthy / Mirror Photo Illustration
tunate than you.

Hefty core doesn't make us Jesuit
BY PETER LAPRE

I decided to attend Fairfield University
for several reasons, but the main drawing
point for me was the notion of the Jesuit
education.
I find myself now still appreciative of
this school of thought, but sadly, I am not
sure that Fairfield has truly implemented
it.
Fairfield promises an education of the
whole: "Jesuit. Personal. Powerful." But in
reality all that means to the common student
is a larger core curriculum.
Even the core, to me, seems inherently
flawed. In theory, it is meant to provide
a broad knowledge base in many facets
of academia, but most find it more of a
nuisance that keeps them from taking the
classes they actually want to take - selections that would probably be similar in
breadth and scope.
Jesuit ideals should be more ingrained
into all aspects of student life and chiefly
present in all classes that are taught.
As a marketing major, I have worked
on seemingly innumerable projects such as
mock campaigns and faux market analyses,
but not once in these classes have professors examined the subjects in light of

Jesuit ideals. There is no excuse for this
shortcoming.
Why not put the formidable amount of
quality work that business students create to
good use? In true Jesuit fashion, professors
should think outside the box and use all of
the hard work not simply for a grade, but
for the betterment of the community and
the school.
Instead of a marketing campaign for
insignificant products, assignments could
be aimed at raising awareness for schoolsponsored events or at making the Levee a
more popular option for undergraduates.
Similarly, understaffed and underfunded Fairfield and Bridgeport charities
could undoubtedly use the marketing efforts
of DSB students for worthwhile causes.
Of course, there are numerous other
ways that Fairfield could implement this
higher level of teaching and this notion
could be applied to all schools and courses,
but the Fairfield community as a whole first
needs to deem similar efforts worthwhile.
Such a logical approach would prove
a more fitting departure from the current
myopic scope of current classes and would
foster a true education of the whole and
inspire students to take on greater, nobler
endeavors.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
To the Editor:
Evidently many of you no longer
want the four years of mostly joyful dating
through college (at different schools) that
my wife and I experience in the mid '60s.
Reports like Hooking Up, Hanging Out
and Hoping for Mr. Right: College Women
on Mating and Dating Today available at
http://www.americanvalues.org/html/r'<.'<:'
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hooking_up.html seem to indicate that the
changes in relationships are not all for the
better.
I'm just glad I was in the class of '68
not '08.
Sincerely,
Bill Coffin

Editor: Nick Caruso
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Joy to the Club: Carole Ann Maxwell conducts Fairfield's Glee Club in their holiday extravaganza.

Glee Club sings a new "Holiday Style"...jazz
BY JESS MITCHELL

Jazzing up their annual Christmas Concert in the Regina
A. Quick Center for the Arts, the Glee Club's "In Holiday
Style" was far from just traditional seasonal music. Featuring New York City's premiere saxophone quartet, Sax in
the City, the stage of the Quick Center radiated energy and
excitement, yet left traditional Holiday spirit behind.
Members of the quartet, Donald Rhymard, Harry Hassell, Patrick Lombardo and Michel Gabler, have played at
venues such as the Hannah's Lava Lounge, The Pierre Four
Seasons Hotel and Belmont Park Racetrack.
Having performed at Carnegie Hall, the National
Cathedral in Washington D.C., Westminster Cathedral in
London, the Aula Paola VI at the Vatican and the U.S.
Military Academies at West Point and Annapolis, the Glee
Club and Sax and the City were an extremely sophisticated
group of musicians.

The program included Christmas favorites such as "Silent Night," "Joy to the World" and "A Merry Christmas,"
yet the majority of the songs were contemporary spins on
gospel selections. The jazz arrangements revitalized the
traditional Christmas music and although it was not what I
had expected, the audience enjoyed it.
"It was a very good Christmas show," said Stephanie
Hohler '06. "The Glee Club had a lot of energy and it
showed through the audience's reaction to "Silent Night."
Memorable performances of Christmas favorites stuck
out as major successes. "Joy to the World" featured softer
voices in sections as well as hand clapping to help lay down
part of the song's rhythm. Alumni from the audience took
the stage in "Night of Silence."
Sweet Harmony, the women's singing group, sung a
John Lennon carol-favorite "So This Is Christmas," featuring the debut of two freshman soloists.
With a mixed chorus of more than 90 undergraduate

and graduate students, the Glee Club was solid and synchronized. Without a doubt, the choir deserves the opportunity
to perform in Italy this March.
Alumnus Chris Wood '03 said the farthest he went as
a Glee Club participant was to New York and predicts the
Italy trip will be a great experience. As for the concert, he
said it had "great musical support."
Conductor Carole Ann Maxwell held a commanding
presence on stage while leading the concert through difficult arrangements and partnership with world-renowned
musicians.
While the audience enjoyed the refreshing take on
seasonal spirit, it is hard to impart traditional holiday spirit
without classics like "Chestnuts Roasting on an Open Fire"
and "Choir of the Bells.
Achieving a sophisticated and polished musical unity,
the Glee Club definitely displayed their dedication and talent this weekend.

Jazz Ensemble spices up show with special guest, Wilson
BY NICK CARUSO

Fairfield University's Jazz Ensemble performed on Dec. 1, delivering an eclectic set
full of jazz classics and original compositions. Featuring special guest Matt Wilson on
the drums, the show was held at the Regina A. Quick Center's Wien Theatre and drew in
a sold out crowd for its 7 p.m. performance, the first of two shows that evening.
The Fairfield University Jazz Company was the first group of the ensemble to play.
Starting with John Coltrane's swinging "Cousin Mary," the group definitely foreshadowed
what was to come from the performance. Professor Brian Torff then introduced Wilson
shortly after, and the ensemble began their next song, "Gertrude's Bounce" by Richie
Powell.
Although the ensemble alone drew a great reaction from the audience, Wilson's drumming added extra flavor to the band. His drumming was immaculate, utilizing every piece
of his drum kit from the bass drum and snare, to the ride cymbal and hi-hat, bringing the
music of the ensemble to life.
The next song was an original track by ensemble member Nicholas McCarthy '06
called "Killams Comment." The song started with a smooth solo by McCarthy on the piano
and then kicked up a notch, increasing the tempo as the horn sections blared in. After a
few tempo changes, the song ended with an eruption of the drums and harmonized horns,
with which Wilson yelled, "Yeah, baby!" at the song's conclusion. "Killams Comment"

proved to be one of the highlights of the night.
Wilson's drumming was also prominent during Charlie Parker's bebop tune "Yardbird Suite." The song began with another solo from Wilson, as he used brushes to alter
the sound of the drums. The solo lasted a little more than a minute and the rest of the
ensemble soon joined.
Mid-way through, Wilson got up to teach the ensemble a little thing about improvisation. By Wilson's command, each instrumentalist had his or her own improved solo, the best
of which was Chris Pastore '06 on bass and Andre Moraes '07 on guitar. This song alone
showed the extent of Wilson's mastery and also the capabilities of the jazz ensemble.
Wilson is a renowned drummer in the jazz world. Receiving top honors in the Downbeat International Critics' Poll, Wilson was also nominated for Jazz Drummer of the Year
by the Jazz Journalists Association. As the lead for his band, Arts and Crafts, Wilson has
six acclaimed albums, including his latest, 2004's "Wake Up! (to What's Happening)." He
also leads tours with the Matt Wilson Quartet, the Carl Sardburg Project and Field Trip.
Trombonist for the jazz ensemble, Taylor Brown '06, enjoyed playing with Wilson.
"Wilson added to the excitement of the performance," he said. "He gave it a lot of
energy."
"It was fun. Music is fun," said Wilson, of the ensemble's first performance. To
the ensemble, Wilson said, "You just have to go for it. Music is a great way for them to
express themselves."
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Students prepare for the

Canadian rocker Bif Naked talks to The Mirror about life on the road,
her latest album and her love for Mariah Carey
BY NICK CARUSO

"I'm so sorry!"
The Canadian rock goddess Bif Naked apologized profusely
to me as I stepped inside her plush tour bus. After a few postponements from management, I was finally able to get a few words with
the loudest, heaviest and hottest rocker that most Americans do not
even know about.
But what the hell did I care? I had already been waiting nine
years for the chance to see her live show. What was a
few more hours?
Hailing from Winnipeg, Manitoba in Canada,
Bif Naked cycled through a handful of bands
before releasing her debut album in 1995 on her
own label, Her Royal Majesty's Records. Free
from limitations and rules, the self-titled album
contained gritty, grunge rock with personal, inyour-face lyrics.
Bif Naked broke through the American mainstream with the release of "I
Bificus"in 1998. The album's first single,
"Moment of Weakness" received play by
Much Music, MTV and alternative rock
stations around the country.
The sophomore album was a crazed
blend of catchy rock-pop lyrics, heavy
guitars and highly revealing and confrontational lyricism. Mix that with her
old-school punk attitude and there she
is, essentially naked, pun intended.
Two albums later and on the road
to support her latest release, "Superbeautifulmonster," Bif Naked opened
for Default and Hinder at the Webster
Theatre in Hartford, on Nov. 29.
With a set comprised mostly of the
newer "Superbeautiful" tracks, Bif roared
onstage opening with the electric "Yeah
You."
Her stage presence was phenomenal.
Clad in a short, black and blue plaid skirt
and a black V-neck tank top exposing her
tattoo-painted arms, Bif ran across the
stage provocatively rocking out to the
song with her band. Working both sides
of the stage, Bif then thrashed to "I Want," bringing new life into
the vintage headbang.
Sadly, the Tuesday night show did not bring in nearly enough
spectators. It was not exactly a promoter's dream, but the set received
a good amount of head bobbers and singing fans out of the people
that were there, especially given that Bif Naked was the opener.
The set had its ups and its downs, with the highlights being the
first two singles off the latest CD.
The cover of Metallica's "Nothing Else Matters" was perhaps the
most surprising for the crowd and received the most feedback from
new listeners. Just as heavy as James Hetfield and his crew of 80s
metal gods, Bif Naked and her band matched both the gentle acoustics
of the track and the the earsplitting guitar riffs as well.

"Let Down" immediately followed, with electronic moog sounds
interspersed between the solid rock of the song. A song about living
at home while she was 27, "Let Down" gave the set a vivacious kick
and was perhaps the best song performed that night.
The set was not perfect, however. Having arrived late to the
venue, the band did not have time for a sound check before the show,
which significantly altered the sound quality of the first two tracks.
It was quite obvious that the sound was being modified as Bif performed. At times, the music was too prominent over her voice while
at other times it seemed to be the opposite. Lyrics were especially
hard to hear throughout "Yeah You" and "I Want" and had I not
known them already, I would not have had the slightest idea of
what Bif was singing.
After she left the stage and did an autograph session, I was
able to ask Bif about her experiences on the road, traveling the
world and her greatest influences.
Bif said there really were not any differences between
touring in her homeland of Canada and the United
States.
"The fans are awesome everywhere we go,"
she said. "If we go someplace far from Vancouver, it's always surprising how many people
come, whether it's Montreal or Alabama. It's
just so exciting because you can't believe that
they've heard of you'so far away."
On recording a cover of Metallica, Bif said
it was always in her mind because they are her
favorite band.
'"Nothing Else Matters' is my favorite
song by them. I've always wanted to do it,"
she said.
While discussing the length of her career
and the albums she has made since going solo,
Bif said that "Superbeautifulmonster" was her
favorite.
"I'm closest to it because I've been through
a lot in the last four years and it's a very heartfelt
record," she said.
Although she listens to a wide variety of
music, most of it does not inspire the music heard
on her albums.
"I mostly enjoy things rather than have them
influence me, because most of the stuff I listen
to is hard music," she said.
She listed many bands such as Suicidal
Tendencies, Hank Williams III, Patsy Cline, Mastodon and Mariah
Carey as being some of her favorites.
"I love her!" said Bif about Mariah Carey. "I have every record
she's ever made. She's such a good singer!"
Bif's genuinely caring attitude toward music and touring makes
for great conversation and shines through in her interactions with
fans and the press. Regardless of her obnoxious band, Bif remained
focused, seemingly grateful for my interest and questions.
With a tough exterior, a punk-rock persona and bad-ass attitude,
Bif Naked proved to be much more than any stereotype the media
tries to place her in.
And a Mariah Carey fan? Didn't see that one coming.

Theatre Fairfield will present "A Class Act" or
10, at 8 p.m. and Sunday, Dec. 11 at the P
evening exploring the heights of theater feat
perform original poetry and prose through mc
show is a collaboration of the Creative Writ;
the co-direction of Kim Bridgford, an Englisl
Marti Schmoyer LoMonaco, profess
Tickets are $12 for general admission, $5 ft
tickets, call the Quick Center box office at 2
Theatre Fairfield at 203-25

"Monster" no more: Theron stars as Aeon Flux,
BY MARIE MONTGOMERY

Check out fairfieldmirror.com for these online exclusives:
*Review of the Johnny Cash bio-film "Walk the Line"
*DVD review of "No Direction Home: Bob Dylan"
*Extended coverage of Bif Naked's latest U.S. tour

Are we heading into a totalitarian state? If Ar
in power and answers to no one, would it make I
headed?
If you are looking for answers to these questiol
Flux." If you want to see a good action film to fill tlj
then it is not a bad pick.
In the year 2011, a virus wipes out 99 perd
Goodchild manages to save five million people. F|
city of Bregna: the last city on earth.
Now, 400 years later, problems have begun to i

v.t airfieldmirror.com

opening of "A Class Act"
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Open Studios displays student creativity

Ashley Phan/The Mirror

Thursday, Dec. 8 through Saturday, Dec.
^psiCo Theatre. The show is a two-part
iring a company of nine actors who will
Ivement, music and dramatic readings. The
[ng program and Theatre Fairfield, under
professor who supervises the writers, and
)r of Visual and Performing Arts.
students and $6 for senior citizens. For
)3-254-4010. For more information, call
-4000, extension 2435.

Katie McCarthy/The Mirror

Last Thursday, Dec. 8, students, faculty and
staff were invited to glimpse into the world of
Fairfield's art students, when all of the art studios
in Loyola were opened simultaneously for the
massive "Open Studios" exhibition. The inaugural exhibition displayed work by students in all
Studio Art classes being taught this semester.

Aeon's tale, rather "Flux"-uating
ing weird dreams and the government is killing
people without a known reason.
A rebel group, the Monicans, exists in the
midst. Aeon Flux (Charlize Theron) is the most
skilled assassin of the Monicans, and she has been
chosen to kill Goodchild. In Aeon's attempt to
kill the doctor, she discovers the reality beyond
the illusion.
The exposition is rushed through as quickly as
possible in order to fit yet another essential action
sequence proving Theron is more bendable then a
new stretch Armstrong.
The movie is based on an animated series that
aired on MTV in the mid-1990's. The inexperienced writers, Phil Hay and Matt Manfredi (both
of "The Tuxedo"), put the audience on a conveyor
belt, never allowing them to stop and get off in the
future world.
The director Karyn Kusama who won acclaim
Contributed Photo for her indie debut "Girlfight" seems to have become lazy with "Flux."
character based from an MTV cartoon
Instead of defining the world of the character,
she just ignores it. Kusama seems more concerned
with creating a female action star than creating an interesting story with a
erica's government grows clear message for the world.
The glimpse of the world that the audience sees is a series of concrete
j'ou wonder where we are
buildings resembling a world of parking decks.
Theron, despite these challenges, does an amazing job playing Aeon.
is then steer clear of "Aeon
e void of a Saturday night, Without it being written, she manages to make Aeon interesting to watch. It
is refreshing to see a strong woman take control while still being feminine.
The only other character that gets slightly defined is Trevor Goodchild
;nt of the population. Dr.
(Marton
Csokas) who manages to pull off "mysteriously understood" enough
om this, he establishes the
to pass. The rest of the cast's hairdos are more developed then their characrise. People are experienc- ters.

Some interesting points are made in the movie about division of country,
and how long a country can survive in that state, by having a scene like the
Lincoln assassination appear; however, this idea is never fully developed.
Another interesting idea that is brought up, but which is never fully developed, is the alienation from nature. The society is kept apart from nature
by a wall around the city. And like all good dystopias, it questions what makes
a life valuable or good.
The entire time, Trevor Goodchild tries to return their society to the
society we have
today.
This' makes
you wonder:
Why do we
progress? What
is the point of
progress? Maybe we should all
just stop rushing
through life and
enjoy it.
Although
"Aeon Flux"
is not a great
film and could
have been so
much more, it
still makes you
think.
So stop
rushing, enjoy
life and maybe
go see "Aeon
Flux."

FLICK FACTS
Rating:

Movie: Aeon Flux
Rated: PG-13
Starring:
Charlize Theron,
Marton Csokas
Directed by:
Karyn Kusama

f.
Editor: Tara Touloumis

CAMPUS LIFE
December 8, 2005

12

www.fairfieldmirror.com

Is pill popping necessary when hitting the books?
Adderall, Concerta replacing old fashioned study habits
BY ALI BART

A wave of anxiety rushed over a sophomore English major when she realized she
had to read a novel for history, study for a Spanish quiz and write a paper for English - all
due the next day.
She knew the chances of finishing everything at a decent hour were slim, so she made
a phone call. Within an hour she was halfway through the novel.
This Fairfield sophomore, like many other college students in the United States, uses
Adderall to finish her work. Adderall and other prescribed stimulants, such as Ritalin
and Concerta, are used mainly to treat attention-deficit hyperactivity disorder (ADHD).
However, the illegal use of these drugs for study purposes among
college students has become increasingly common.
An estimated 3.4 million Americans between the
ages of 18 and 25 have admitted to taking Ritalin without
a prescription, according to a 2003 survey of drug use
conducted by the Substance Abuse and Mental Health
Services Administration.
At the University of Wisconsin at Madison, one of five
students at the university have taken prescribed stimulants without a prescription, The Chronicle of Higher
Education reported.
Many students at Fairfield said they either
know someone who has taken prescribed stimulants or have taken some themselves to increase
their concentration when studying.
"I started at 7 [p.m.] and finished all of my
work at 2 [a.m.] without going on AIM [AmericaOnline Instant Messenger] once," said a sophomore
English major who wishes to remain anonymous.
"As for right now, I'm trying to stay off [Aderall and
Concerta] and pick up better study habits. Well, at least
until finals week."
FUSA president Jess DiBuono '06 worries about
the dangers of these drugs.
"Using others' prescriptions is a dangerous habit," she said. "People get prescribed
all sorts of different levels of drugs for their particular ailment, so it's not safe to use what
was meant for someone else for yourself. Stick to the old adage of getting enough sleep,
start studying in advance and you will retain more information and ultimately do better
on your test."
These "study drugs," which have been nicknamed "Ivy-league crack" or "steroids
for students," have become an imposing presence in the economy of college campuses.
Jeanne DiMuzio, director of the Fairfield University Wellness and Prevention Center, said
that she is aware of this problem at Fairfield.
"As an observer, I am concerned about the level of procrastination combined with the

attempt to balance their social life with their academics," she said. "In what numbers we
can not confirm, but there is evidence and 'talk' that it is on campus."
Procrastination is often cited as a main factor in the use of Adderall. Students often
multitask when studying or doing work by talking online, watching TV, listening to music
and anything else to make study time more enjoyable. By taking these prescribed stimulants,
work can be completed even when a student puts it off until the last minute.
One Fairfield biology major who wishes to remain anonymous was diagnosed with
Attention-Deficit Disorder (ADD) and was prescribed Adderall when she was about 10
years old. She stopped taking the drug after a year because of concern from her parents.
Last year, when the stress of second semester kicked in, she called for a prescription
and began taking the drug again.
"The first time I took it, my body wasn't used to it and I was really shaky," she said. "I
would just keep working until I was done with everything, which I normally can't do."
Another Fairfield student said she had about 25 Ritalin pills stolen
from her. Because of the strict procedure to refill that level of
medication, she was unable to replace the stolen pills. This student said she is constantly asked by friends to buy Ritalin from
her and feels it is a burden just to have it.
"We are now in the quick fix and instant gratification
century," said DiMuzio, who warns against using pills without
a prescription. "Students are under increasing pressure both
self-inflicted and from parents to do well, do more and be
the best. Using a 'smart' pill is a very attractive option to get
there quickly."
Sometimes taking this medication without being diagnosed can backfire.
Another Fairfield biology major said she took Concerta,
which was given to her by a friend, in the hope that it would help
her finish the heavy work load that week.
"I had the opposite effect," she said. "I kept playing with
things on my desk and I felt like I had ADD. It took me about three
hours to write one sentence, and I had to wake up the next morning to
finish my paper."
According to the Partnership for Drug-Free America website, these stimulants increase
the amount of norepinephrine and dopamine in the brain, which increases blood pressure,
heart rate and breathing. The short term effects from these drugs include increased alertness, attention and energy with a feeling of euphoria, which are ideal characteristics for
focusing on work that needs to be done.
Taking high doses of a prescribed stimulant may cause dangerously high body temperatures and an irregular heartbeat. There is also the possibility of heart attacks or lethal
seizures, the website reported.
If students feel they have a problem with prescribed stimulants, they are encouraged
to see Fairfield's Drug Counselor Lisa Arnold at ext. 2146 or a medical professional at
ext. 2241 for evaluation and support.

Flashing lights and inflatable Santas: it's that time again
CHATTIN' WITH CHAPIN
ANDREW CHAPIN

As I look out the window and see
snowflakes majestically falling, I know it is
Christmas. But what happened to the real
trees, the carolers and the mistletoe?
The subtle beauties that defined the
warmest holiday have been lost in the neverending commercials for Christmas sales. God
forbid you might not get your blow-up Santa
with the sleigh and reindeer accessory. That
would most definitely ruin my holiday.
In the present, it seems like everything
is a gimmick. When I was a young child, the
commercialization of the holiday season was
prevalent. Conveniently though, I neglected
to recognize it.
I appreciate the season for what is, a

time to kick back in a recliner and reminisce
about a time past. It seems that we are so
consumed with material possessions that
often times we forget the true meaning of
Christmas.
Never before was it about the thousands
of lights taxing the power supply or how
many illuminated mannequins you could
fit on your roof. My sister, at 14 years
old, would have a stroke without her Louis
Vuitton. She could tell you every sale Abercrombie is not having, but if you ask her
who the Angel Gabriel is, she is suddenly
dumbfounded. Maybe she'll marry rich.
Hopefully.
Christmas is beautiful in every sense;
the holiday spirit alone invigorates even
the grumpiest of scrooges. Apparently
Christmas is getting earlier and earlier each
year, with Christmas marketing starting as
early as October. Dec. 24 is still the night
Santa shimmies his portly self down the

chimney and the next day, presents are
opened. It seems, different though. When I
was a child, the toys were always there, and
I could never sleep the night before. Often
I found myself wishing the days away until
Christmas finally arrived and I received
what was rightfully mine. As spoiled as I
was, it was almost as if I expected the gifts
that I had asked for. There was not a shred
of suspense in the moment.
Glamorized blow-up dolls now dress
every house's lawn and the competition
for the best Christmas decorations is in full
swing. Setting up the lights used to be a
Saturday morning job, but now it's more like
a week-long production. How the electric
company generates enough power to light
houses never ceases to amaze me. You have
the modestly decorated house with a few
lights here and there, and it is absolutely
trumped by your next door neighbor.
As you marvel at the seizure-inducing

light shows that characterize present day
American homes, there has to be a point at
which it becomes too much. It's almost comparable to America's increasing obsession
with plastic surgery, where a tuck job here
or a slight breast enlargement goes a long
way. But the minute your lips begin to look
like Angelina Jolie's and your complexion is
as scary as the crypt keeper himself, Frank
Gifford, you've gone too far.
What's next; little kids ringing my door
bell asking for trinkets similar to the way
Halloween works?
By the time Christmas arrives I have
been brow beaten with so much "Silver
Bells" and "O Christmas Tree" that Judaism
seems like a viable option for conversion.
And as I think this through, I turn my
head to the sight of a blow-up menorah. In a
holiday season without answers to my questions, I defer to Charlie Brown as he said it
best, "Good Grief."
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Universities across the nation "taking back" Fridays
Despite national trend, Thursday night partying not a concern at Fairfield
BY KATE MCGANN
"Thirsty Thursday."
We've all heard the term before. Clubhouse, Al's
and the Grape are all popular Thursday night hangouts
for Fairfield students. For many, going out on a Thursday
night at Fairfield is a necessity, but Friday classes typically
are not.
However, is all that about to change? There has been
a recent push from schools such as Duke and Syracuse to
"take back Fridays," according to the New York Times.
Administrators at these schools, according to the article,
are moving more classes to Fridays and scheduling them for
earlier in the mornings, for a number of reasons.
A main concern for administrators, according to Duke
University provost Peter Lange, is the students' Thursday
night partying.
Of the 20 percent increase of Friday classes at Duke,
Lange said to The Times, "I'm not sure it's a solution to
Thursday night drinking problems, although I'm sure it has
some effect."
Professors at Fairfield have noticed the Friday morning
attendance slump as well.
"I used to teach on Fridays, and stopped because there were some attendance
issues, but also, those who attended were not particularly well prepared," said Visual and Performing Arts Professor Laura Nash.
Would a combination of increased class offerings on
Fridays and more incentive for students to attend class curb
Thursday night partying at Fairfield?
It appears that we will not be finding out in the near
future. According to Fairfield's Registrar Robert Russo, the
university already increased Friday class offerings during

Mike's
Pizza
ell ino L.6VG©
11 am - Midnight

Call NOW!
254-4123
Pizza
Cheese
Anchovies
Bacon
Broccoli
Canadian Bacon
Chicken
Fresh Garlic
Meatball
Mushroom
Olives
Onion
Pepperoni
Peppers
Salami
Sausage
Spinach
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Specialties
Calzone
Turnover
Chicken Turnover
Salads
Antipasto
Chef
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Toss
Solia Salad
Sides/Others
French Fries
Mozzarella Sticks
Buffalo Wings (12)
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Chicken Fingers (w/fries)

Small
$5.75
$6.50

Large
$8.00
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$9.00
$9.00

$6.50

$6.50

HOT GRINDERS
Cheese Omelet
Chicken Cutlet
Chicken Parmesan
Chicken Souviaki
Eggplant & Cheese
Gyro
Meatball
Pepper & Eggs
Pepperoni & Cheese
Philly Cheese Steak
Sausage & Meatball
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Lorraine Lampe/The Mirror

Al's is the "place" to be on Thursday nights: Instead of
beginning the weekend on Fridays, students have been increasingly jumpstarting their partying on Thursday nights.

Monday and Thursday and Tuesday and Friday time codes.
This was done to increase class attendance on Fridays. Right
now, Fairfield offers an estimated 229 classes on Fridays,
compared to almost 430 classes offered on Mondays.
Russo said, however, that although he finds some
students trying to schedule their schedules around Friday
classes, a lot do not.
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1560 Post Rd
Fairfield, CT 06824-5935
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Some students attend class every Friday, despite partying the night before.
"If I had a Tuesday-Friday class, I'd go to it," said
Janelle Buckley '06. "I'd feel like I'd miss something
during the lecture for the test [or] paper, and if I didn't
know anyone in class I wouldn't be able to get the info I
missed."
Rob McDonnell '08 feels the same way.
"I mean, kids are going to go out if they want...me
personally, I go out Thursdays and still go to class on Friday,
no big deal," he said.
Many students agree that although attending class on
Fridays after a night out isn't exactly ideal, it doesn't prevent
them from going.
"Sometimes the partying on Thursdays does cause a
problem with getting to class on Friday, but as my dad said,
classes come first so you've got to attend, even if you're a
little hungover," said Danielle Bujak '09.
Politics Professor Donald Greenberg does not necessarily see a problem with Friday attendance.
"I do not see any drop in enrollment, and while I do
not take formal attendance, I do not believe there is any
drop-off of students in class on Fridays," he said.
Some students believe that Fridays are and should
continue to be "lighter days" —because of hangovers and
the fact that they want to get the weekend started.
"I try and get a lighter schedule on Fridays because
then you're able to do something on Thursday nights, and
it extends the weekend," said Jerzy Shustin '08.
Though the verdict on Friday classes seems to be split
among the Fairfield community, it appears that there is no
imminent danger of administration "taking back Fridays"
here. Thursday will continue to make many students thirsty,
and Friday still will not come soon enough.

$4.00
$6.00
$6.00
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COLD GRINDERS
$6.00
Combo
$6.00
Godfather
$5.00
Ham & Cheese
$6.00
Italian Combo
$6.00
Roast Beef
$5.00
Salami & Cheese
Turkey
$6.00
DINNERS
Manicotti
S7.00
Spaghetti W/Chicken
$8.00
Spaghetti W/Sausage or Meatballs $7.00
Spaghetti
$5.00
Stuffed Shells
$7.00

$6.50
$7.75
$6.50
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the fall of 2001 and does not have plans to add more Friday
classes again anytime soon. Before the schedule change,
said Russo, the time codes were for Monday and Wednesday
classes or Tuesday and Thursday classes.
The administration then made the shift to our current

Learn to Ride At the Nationally Acclaimed

FAIRFIELD COUNTY HUNT CLUB
♦ Beginner to Advanced
Our Horse or Yours
♦ 10 min. from Campus
♦>

Contact Heidi Staniszewski
(203) 227-8445, ext. 101

Fairfield County Hunt Club
174 Long Lots Road, Westport, CT 06880
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Housing Opportunity
Class of 09
♦ Living within a great community
♦ Meeting great friends, faculty, and adults
♦ Taking advantage of many trips, dinners, and social events
♦ Participating in fantastic courses
♦ Spending time talking about life issues
♦ Finding out about your life and how you want to live it

If this is how you would like to spend sophomore year,
the opportunity is yours.

tian
esidential
ollege

Questions? Ext. 3325.
Applications available at
http://vvww.faculty.fairfield.edu/jmayzik/irc/index.htm

Editor: Mark Servidio
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Would you like to see Stags

Crimes worthy of the death penatly
10.) Taping Dancing with the

5.) Regarding The Matrix, Star

Stars weekly

Wars, or Grease as your Bible

Basketball played at Alumni hall?
Yes, cause then we would
have a true home court
advantage.
—Brittany Teahan '07

9.)Feeding seagulls Alka Seltzer

4. )Scientology

and shooting them over Epcot
Center

3.) Being Delta Burke
Yes, cause we would take
Charlie's car to the games.

8.) Dipping your cookies in butter 2.) Mastering the Moonwalk
7.) Creating a game involving

1.) Killing you're wife, her

beer, darts, someone's head, and

boyfriend, and playing running

an apple

back for the Buffalo Bills

6.) Seeing "Elizabethtown"

—Steve Kouri '06

■;' 7

Yes, it would be nice to
have a home game. Harbor Yard is in Bridgeport
—Frank Puzzo '06

Absolutely!
—Caitlin Conway '06

One Week Session: Jan. 4-10,2006
Two Week Session: Jan. 3-16,2006
Four Week Session: Jan. 3 - 30, 2006
(Online courses in Math, Psychology and Writing)

Subject areas:
American Studies
Literature
Math
Business
Chemistry
Music
Photography
Economics
Ethics
Politics

—John Kennedy '08
Psychology
Sociology
Writing

UNIVERSITY COLLEGE AT

Registration deadline
December 20,2005

Definitely, it would fill
up all the seats.

Fairfield
UNIVERSITY

Jesuit. PmtmaL Pmmfid.

Fairfield, Connecticut

To register call: (203) 254-4288 • Visit www.fairfield.edu/uc

It would be more
convenient and
they'd get a lot more
student support.
—Meaghan McKean '09
Brittney Strickland '09

99-

1 fi DECEMBER 8, 2005

COFFEE BREAK

MIRROR

HE said / SHE said

Brian Larkin

Megan Pizzo

When shopping is more stressful than finals...
While watching sports and doing guy stuff this past week, I
noticed an increase in advertisements for jewelry and lingerie. I hoped
this was just an aberration and not a sign
of the approaching holiday season. My
worst fears were confirmed when 'SheSaid' brought up Christmas gift-giving
as the topic of the week. As much as we
try to avoid it, the Christmas season is
officially upon us.
Guys do not go Christmas
shopping. It ranks up there with
PDA and getting hit in the balls on
the list of terrible, horrible, no
good, very bad experiences.
Fellas, think it through before
you go to the mall and buy
your girl something crazy
like an expensive necklace
or lacy underpants. Was she
even naughty enough this year to
deserve a gift?
There are many factors that go into
buying your special lady friend a present.
For starters, college guys do not have expendable income to spend on a gift. The
little money we do have is saved for the
simple, bare necessities: intoxicants and
pizza. You need to find something that
looks expensive but is actually cheap.
Also, shopping malls during the holi-

day season are evil personified. Men may
have descended from the hunter-gatherer
type, but these instincts do not help us
when it comes to shopping. (Apparently,
women are descendents from our prehistoric counterpart, spender-wanderer.) You
need to shop somewhere close to home,
but far from where crazed soccer moms
and their sticky little kids go.
Finally, guys have no idea what a
girl wants. None. Even if a guy decides
to spend his hard-earned cash on a girl,
he will have absolutely no clue what to
get her. To make matters worse, chicks
are picky about stuff like this. Do
not feel bad if you think she is
getting you something better.
What she bought for you
probably sucks, too.
All things considered,
the best gift to buy that special someone is clearly located
in the campus bookstore. If she goes to
Fairfield, what better item to get her than
something easy that says 'Fairfield'? The
bookstore has everything a girl could ask
for: candles, picture frames, deodorants,
textbooks, etc. With all the hoops we need
to jump though to get a girl a present, why
not get her exactly what she deserves?
Something simple that is cheap and easy
to obtain.

Join Amenta's #1 Student Tour Operator
CANCUN ACAPULCO JAMAICA
BAHAMAS FLORIDA
Sell Trips, Earn Cash
& Travel Free

£NT

imwfrimj SERVICES

1 -800-648-4849 / www.ststravel.com

Hours:
Monday through Thursday
7:00pm- 11:45pm
Friday & Saturday
7:00pm-12:45am
Sunday
7:00pm- 11:45pm

As the middle of December draws
near, the thought of shopping
makes college students cringe
more than starting a final paper the night
before it's due. Your bank account drains
faster than a keg, and your gift-giving
list seems to systematically increase with
age.
As you peruse the mall and begin this
never-ending task, one question recurrently
surfaces, what do you purchase for the man
you've entitled "yours?" Before you think
of acting on this impeding thought, it's
imperative to bring up the topic with him,
ensuring that you're both on the same
page. Don't assume he's getting
you a gift, or drop hints. On a
regular basis he doesn't know
what you're thinking, so be blunt %
and put the ball in his court—it
makes the situation much easier.
Ok
If gift giving is consensual,
keep in mind that shopping for men takes
less thought then the decision between
apple and berry shave gel. Men appreciate
five things in life: cars, television, food,
beer and sex, and if the gift incorporates
one of these items, he'll think you're
the best thing that has ever happened to
him—yes, it really is that simple.
But, with all things in life, there are
rules, especially when it comes to giving a

gift to a college male. To begin with, your
man does not want anything with your
picture on it, unless you're naked. Avoid
scrapbooks or framed pictures because his
roommate will either repeatedly remind
him what a nice rack you have or, it will
become a dartboard every time you piss
him off.
Similarly, your man doesn't want a
gift card| unless it's to the liquor store or
a porn shop, and the only way clothing
will peak his interest is if it
is on you, and in minimal
quantity. Lastly, under
no circumstances does
he want any item sold at
the bookstore, especially
those bears donning the shirt
"Someone from Fairfield
loves me!" Sharp shooting
was invented for a reason, and
this will be his first target.
If previous boyfriends have made
comments such as "I really don't deserve
this," or "God, I hope this never catches
fire," you may want to consult with
one of your new beau's friends on the
appropriateness of your gift. Like I said,
men are easy to please and if the gift is
centered around the five aforementioned
principles, I can assure you that you'll have
a very happy man.
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Mixed results for swimming

Hockey dominating MCHC

Women cruise while men struggle

Four players among nation's points leaders

BY RYAN HULL

After swimming and diving finished
its first half of the regular season over the
weekend, the women find themselves contending for a MA AC title while the men are
struggling to stay afloat in the standings.
In their last team matches this weekend,
the women defeated Siena and Sacred Heart
in record-setting fashion, and the men fell
hard to Iona Nov. 29. The women improved
to 4-1 in the MA AC and 5-4 overall, while
the men dropped to 1-3 in the MA AC, and
1-6 overall.
"I think everyone is focused on the
same goals...the team is working so well
together in practice that when we get to
meets each girl knows what she has to do to
make the meet a success," Brittany Hunter
'07 said of the women's success so far. "As
long as we continue to work hard we will
have a great year."
Most recently, the men's and women's
diving teams collaborated Sunday to earn
a second place finish out of seven teams
at the Springfield College Diving Invitational. The host Pride dominated for a first
place with 139 points, 70 points more than
Fairfield earned.
Rob Penwell '06 was on top for men, receiving a third place finish in the one-meter,
and a eighth place in the three-meter. Katharine Yee '08 was best for the women, and
dove to a fourth place finish in the one-meter
and a sixth place in the three-meeter.
In the 95-43 and 100-42 wins over Si-

ena and Sacred Heart Saturday, the quartet
of Sarah Dent '08, Elizabeth Lawlor '08,
Hunter, and Jennifer Masi '07 set a new
school record in the 200-yard medley relay
with an outstanding time of 1:52.37.
Individually Masi also set a school
and pool record in the 50-yard freestyle,
recording a 24.60 time, and Lawlor clocked
a school-best 2:30.69 time in the 200
breaststroke.
Hunter received MAAC swimmerof-the-week honors Nov. 15 after logging
three individual wins against Niagara and
two against Marist the second weekend in
November.
"All of those times were season bests
for me as well. I think everything started
to come together for me at those meets,"
said Hunter.
Fairfield also recorded a win by Kate
Roche '08 in the 1000-yard freestyle, and
from the diving platforms, Yee gracefully
jumped to wins in the one-meter and threemeter events.
In the men's loss to Iona Nov. 29, Raul
Delgadilio '06 led the team with a 200-yard
butterfly win, and a second-place finish in
the 200-yard breaststroke.
Fairfield excelled in the one-meter diving event against Iona, as Penwell placed
first, and Jon Barrett '06, and Russ Laub '07
finished second and third respectively.
Both teams will break for the holidays
and return to the pool Jan. 16 for a meet
against the University of Maine at Rec
Plex.

BY DAN AKESON

The success just keeps on rolling for
Fairfield men's club ice hockey team. Coming off a 9-3 victory over Columbia University, the team has found themselves in the
midst of a 10-game winning streak.
Overall the team is 11-1 since the
Penn State Berks Tournament and 8-1 in
its division.
"The team has great depth," said Justin
Eisner '08, "even the third and fourth lines
are scoring and being productive."
The Stags' season-long success has
brought the men to second place in their
division of the Metropolitan Collegiate
Hockey Conference (MCHC) with 16 points
in nine conference games. The only conference loss had come at the hands of first place
divisional opponent Fordham who has 22
points in 12 games.
The Stags have scored an astounding 77
goals over nine confernce games, an average
of 8.6 per game.
"It's always a good feeling to score a lot
of goals against a team," said Jim Pagliaro
'07, "it really shoots the confidence of the
players up a lot."
Not only has the team had success, but
individual accolades have been awarded to
the team as well.
Eisner, who was named player of the
month by the MCHC, has played 15 games
this season and recorded 24 goals, 24 assists
and 48 points for an average of 3.2 points

per game.
The Stags have four players in the
top 25 in the nation in Division III points
scoring: Eisner, Pagliaro, graduate student
Thomas Murray, and Mike Chaconas.
Chaconas, one of two players still on
the team from the former Division I program, has 15 assists this year and leads the
team with 25 goals.
Another major component to the team's
success has been the stellar goal tending.
With three viable goalies, the Stags have
had interchangeable success.
Bill Dwyer '08 is in the top of the
league in saves with 202 over nine games
with a 3.38 goals against average. Mirror
sports writer Ryan Hull '06 has one shutout
as well as a 2.10 goals against average in
eight games, which is the second best on the
team. Third string goaltender Mark Rienzi
has contributed with a 1.71 goals against
average in two starts.
"The team's goaltending has been great
all season," said Eisner. "All three goalies
have played and played well."
Pagliaro said he sees no reason why
the Stags should not go all the way to the
MCHC championship.
"There's a good chance that if we carry
it over next semester and into the playoffs,
that we'll have a good chance to win the
league," he said.
The team's next game is Saturday at
the Bridgeport Wonderland of Ice against
divisional opponent Saint Thomas at 8:30
p.m.
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These guys just might be
the real deal
THE NEWZ FROM APUZ
SCOTT

L.

APUZZO

was looking to upset and shock Iowa in
its own tournament.
The Hawkeyes turned it around to
score 11 points in those final minutes to
finally put Fairfield away. But considering
that the Hawkeyes have won their tournament 22 times in 23 years, a Fairfield
win would have been a near impossibility. Even though Stags Head Coach Tim
O'Toole insists that there is no such thing
as a moral victory, this one must come
pretty close.
Michael Bell '06, a Marshalltown,
Iowa native, had several hundred supporters at both games.
If Fairfield came that close to beating
Iowa and only lost by three to Providence,
than MAAC teams should be put on notice
that the Stags may be better than their sixth
place standing in the pre-season conference coaches' poll might indicate.
Iowa was listed as a 25-point favorite over Fairfield.
:
'
The Hawkeyes and
the 10,002 in atten-

In case no one has noticed - and if the
turnout at last week's game against
Providence is any indication — the
Stags men's basketball team can officially be labeled as a contender, and not
a pretender.
After the Stags hung with No. 14
Iowa for 37 minutes, and then handily
beat Tulane, it became apparent that this
team might surprise a lot of people in the
conference season, which begins Friday
when the Stags host Loyola.
The win against Tulane was not just
a win, it was a sigh of relief. The team is
now 1 -4 after playing against favored nonconference opponents. But this win was
well deserved and
I couldn't be happier to see the team
finally win.
"MAAC teams should be put on dance were Prob"
j
ably a little nervous
Four Stags
scored in double notice that the Stags may be better at the 3:22 mark
figures against the than their sixth place standing in wnen this g""y
Tulane Green Wave,
,
i i
ii
■ i
team from suburwhich was topped the preseason coaches^ poll might ban Connecticut
indicate. "
was only down by
off by senior Terfive points.
rance Todd's 18point performance.
The MAAC is
Many players, such as Jonathan Han '09, considerably watered down this year. The
Danny Oglesby '06 and Michael Van Stags will not have to face Niagara's Juan
Schaick '07, have continued to play key Mendez or Alvin Cruz or Rider's Jerry
roles for this team.
Johnson. Moreover, unlike in years past,
The win came against a Tulane team no team stands out as the favorite.
that has not played a true home game all
In my column last week, I commented
season. Its home games are played in on the student attendance at home games.
nearby College Station, Texas, home of I will excuse the students for not showing
Texas A&M. Although it is unfortunate up to the game last Monday against Provithat the Green Wave team has not been dence because the team was coming off
able to play a true home game this year a 31 point drubbing at the hands of Saint
because of Hurricane Katrina, I still found Joseph's.
myself rooting for the Stags.
But with the Stags' recent success,
The first game of the Classic featured there is no reason why the student section
Fairfield against host University of Iowa. should not be packed on Friday night.
After all, you never know: this could
The final score was 75-59 Iowa. So
what is the big deal? Fairfield lost by 16. be the first step toward a conference chamThe big deal is that Fairfield was down pionship. Crazier things have happened.
five points with 3:22 left in the game and
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Where red, white and blue
meet black and gold
that cover the ground, as was the case when
we arrived late Thursday night.
DOODY CALLS
Ninety miles from the spot where ShoeBEN DOODY
less Joe walked into Ray Kinsella's com field
in Dyersville is Iowa City, home to the U. of
I. and the Iowa City Sheraton, our home for
When I found out I was going to the weekend.
You can't throw a stone in Iowa City
Iowa to broadcast the Stags' men's
basketball games last weekend in without hitting something black and gold; the
the Hawkeye Challenge, in which the Stags colors of the U. of I.; not even in the lobby
went 1-1, finishing third out of four teams, of the Sheraton, where guests are greeted by
I couldn't help but recall one of the finest "Concierge Herky," a statue of the Hawkeyes'
dialogues in sports cinema, from "Field of mascot.
Aside from the Class-AAA Iowa Cubs,
Dreams":
whom the Hawkeyes baseball team scrimShoeless Joe Jackson: Is this heaven?
mages each April, the sporting life starts and
Ray Kinsella: No. It's Iowa.
So with that .in mind, off I went Thursday ends with Iowa and Iowa State, who happened
morning to the state ex-NBC newsman Tom to be playing each other Friday night in the
Brokaw, ex-NBA champion B.J. Armstrong most uniquely Iowan sport: wrestling, which
and Stags small forward Michael Bell '06 graced the front sports page of the Daily Iowan, the U. of I.'s student newspaper.
have called or still call home.
Only in Iowa does what takes place on
Bell, a Marshalltown native, played
a wrestling mat sufor the first time in
persede what takes
his four-year caplace on a basketreer Friday night at
the Mecca of Iowa
"lowa was a blue state in 2000 ball court. In fact,
in the waning minbasketball: Carver

Hawkeye Arena on And a red State in 2004, but every utes 0f the Hawkeye
the campus of the winter, it's a white State, thanks to Challenge semi-final
game between Tulane
University of Iowa
the several inches of snow on the and Valparaiso, the
From the rafters
crowd erupted when
of Carver-Hawkeye
ground."
hangs Iowa's state
flag, which fittingly,
features three very Iowan colors: red, white
and blue.
Men who want to serve the more famous
red, white, and blue as Commander-in-Chief
have to start their campaigns in Iowa, where
the January before every presidential election,
the Hawkeye State's caucuses kick off the
primary season.
Iowa has never been home to a president
- yet. But College Democrats of America
President Grant Woodard hails from the
small town of Stratford, and before he was a
Hollywood actor, Ronald Regan was a sports
broadcaster in Des Moines. But each color
in the state flag serves its individual purpose
as well.
Iowa was a blue state in 2000 and a red
state in 2004, but every winter, it's a white
state, thanks to the several inches of snow

the Carver-Hawkeye
public address announcer announced that the Hawkeyes had
won the'intra-state match against the rival
Cyclones.
I checked my messages and heard one
from a reporter who-said he assumed I didn't
have service out in the com fields. But I wasn't
in a com field. I was in a city that would fit
in perfectly if you picked it up and moved it
to New England.
So, thinking I might be on to something, I
asked Bell what the most common misperception people from the Northeast have about the
state that connects the Great Lakes region to
the Great Planes region.
"Everyone in Connecticut thinks that
everyone in Iowa is a farmer," he said. "But
there's a lot of them here, but there's a lot more
to Iowa than farming."

Nolan: Stags were more athletic than Bulldogs in win
Team looks to continue momentum into league opener Friday night
CONTINUED FROM P.
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the Stags' non-conference play so far.
"We're excited to be .500 in nonconference play because we have a hard
schedule and have played a couple games
on' the road. Whenever we get wins on
the road, we're going to be excited," said
Nolan.
Against Yale, the Stags took a lead
with 12:24 in the first half and never
looked back.
Fairfield received 41 of the 70 points
from its bench. The game was a total team

effort. Yale only received 22 points from
its bench.
"We have a lot of players that can
come off the bench and contribute. When
one player doesn't play up to potential
we look for someone else to step up. We
are trying to find the right combination of
players to play against every team we play
this year," said Nolan.
It was total domination for the Stags
with 18 second-chance points to Yale's
seven.
Candice Lindsay '07 and Cara Murphy '06 were the second leading scorers

with eight points each.
Baendu Lowenthal '09, who won
MAAC Rookie of the Week last week,
chipped in with six points and seven
rebounds.
Yale's desperation late in the game
resulted in rapid fouling, and the Stags
cashed in from the line, hitting nine of
12 free-throws in the final three minutes.
Fairfield hit 24 of its 39 attempts while
Yale was 16-20.
"We showed that we were more athletic than they were. We had a distinct
defensive advantage over Yale, which kept

their shooting percentage down and caused
them to have trouble," said Nolan.
Nolan said she expects Ryan's effort
to be just one of many from an assortment
of players.
"We are looking for a different person
to play great each night. We will see this
happen all season." said Nolan.
The Stags' game Tuesday against
Hartford was still in progress when The
Mirror went to press.
Friday's game is the season-opener in
the MAAC, and will be followed by the
men's conference opener against Loyola.
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Menfs lacrosse schedule set for first season in ECAC
BY DAN AKESON

The MAAC was
not enough of a challenge for mens lacrosse,
so in 2000 they moved
on to the Great West
Lacrosse League. But
after winning the GWLL
Note
last season and being
ranked as high as No.
15 in the nation, that wasn't enough either,
and the Stags will enter play this year in

the Eastern Collegiate Athletic Conference
(ECAC), one of the best conferences in
the country.
The Stags schedule, which was released last Thursday, features four ECAC
home games. The Stags will host Penn
State on March 25, Hobart on April 1,
Georgetown on April 8, and Loyola on
April 22.
The Stags will play their first ECAC
game March 10 at Rutgers, and will travel
to ACC powerhouse North Carolina on
April 15.

Mirror file photo

One for the ages: Last year, the Stags stunned Notre Dame (above), and went on to
win the GWLL championship. This year, they will move to the more competitive ECAC,
and will host league foes Penn State, Hobart, Georgetown and Loyola in conference play.

Though the ECAC does not have a
guaranteed NCAA bid until 2007, three of
the teams (UMass, Georgetown and Penn
State) all received at-large bids last year.
"We have put together a very strong,
competitive schedule for the 2006 campaign," said Head Coach and 2005 GWLL
Coach of the Year Ted Spencer. "The
coaches and players are looking forward to
the challenges that this schedule will provide us, both with our move into the ECAC
Lacrosse League and our non-conference
opponents."
Graduates with Honors
After five seasons with the Stags,
former Co-Captain Tom Werney '05 was
awarded the team's Most Valuable Player at
their fall banquet on Oct. 14. Werney fought
off an early season ACL injury to return six
weeks later and participate in the Stags' final
five games as well as in the NCAA game
against Duke, in which he scored two goals
to finish with 12 for the season.
Werney ranked sixth all time in goals
for the Stags with 67. Graduating with Werney was former Co-Captain Sean Flynn
'05, who received the team's Unsung Hero
Award. Flynn was noted for his successful
defense against some of the top teams in the
country. He started 13 games and played in
15 while recording 15 groundballs.

O' Captains my Captains

The Stags named Trevor Kelly '06
and Josh Thornton '06 co-captains for the
2006 season. Kelly is a defenseman who
had averaged two groundballs per game
during the 2004 season, and has appeared
in 13 contests during his career.
Thornton is a midfielder who has a
knack for pressure. He scored goals against •
Notre Dame and Denver, in two of the most
crucial games of the season. He has three
career goals and two assists.
Hot When It's Cold
Continuing off of last year's success,
the men recorded two victories at the Brown
Fall Ball Tournament hosted by Brown
University.
The Stags defeated Brown 12-5 and
Quinnipiac 10-2 in their only two matches.
Greg Downing '07 led the Stags with seven
goals and one assist, picking up where he
left off from his career year last year, after
which he was named an Ail-American
honorable mention.
Kyle Herman '06 also had a successful
outing. He and Thornton both had multiple
points in each game. Herman recorded four
goals and an assist while Thornton tallied
two goals and three assists.
The Stags were defensively successful
as well. Charlie Keinath '07 won 10 of 15
face-offs in the tournament. Goaltending
duties were split between Mike Kruger
'07 who got the win over Brown and Tim
Gazzini '07, who beat Quinnipiac.
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Women's bball
back at .500
after beating
Yale

Playing small ball

BY SCOTT

Mirror file photo

Eyes like a hawk: Danny Oglesby '06 and the Stags took to Iowa and earned their first victory of the season defeating Tulane 80-68 at
the Hawkeye Challenge. The Stags will eye their next victory against Loyola at the Arena at Harbor Yard on Friday.

The undersized Stags used a formula of quickness and hustle to hang with the
Hawkeyes and pick up the season's first win at the Hawkeye Challenge
BY BEN DOODY

On the face of every Fairfield men's
basketball player, as the team sat in Eastern
Iowa Airport waiting to fly back to the east
coast after the Hawkeye Challenge, was a
well-earned look of satisfaction.
What the Stags did over the weekend,
which was put a scare into 14th ranked Iowa
and convincingly beat Tulane to pick up the
season's first win, allowed them to head into
Friday's MAAC opener against Loyola with
a far more up-beat attitude than one might
expect from a 1-4 team.
"I'm proud of them," said Stags Head
Coach Tim O'Toole. "When you're doing good things, you're going to have a
chance."
The good things, whether or not all of
them showed up in the box score, were there
every bit as much in Friday's 75-59 loss as
they were in Saturday's 80-68 win. Despite
having literally no low post game whatsoever, the Stags hung with the Hawkeyes
throughout the night and trailed by just five
with 3:22 to play.
Up against a Hawkeye front line that
included Player of the Year candidate Greg
Brunner and 6' 11" center Erik Hansen, the
Stags, led mostly by guards who out-positioned their taller opponents, were only
out-rebounded 42-35, and had 16 offensive
boards to the Hawkeyes' seven - something
that caught the attention of Iowa Head Coach
Steve Alford.
"Thejf> got way too many offensive rebounds, ahd that enabled them to get easier

looks at threes," he said.
Then, the next night against Tulane,
everything came together. The Stags shot a
sizzling 53 percent from three-point range,
and thoroughly out-played a taller, more
athletic team. When all was said and done,
Michael Van Schaick '07 was named to the
all-tournament team after averaging 15.5
points over the two games. But he may not
have been the most impressive Fairfield
guard on the weekend.
That honor may go to Jonathan Han '09,
who dazzled the crowd in snowy Iowa City
with a court presence far beyond his years,
and with what has become a familiar stroke
from behind the arc.
Han was rewarded for his efforts on
Monday when he was named MAAC Rookie
of the Week for the first time.
"Despite only being a freshman, he's
showed that he can play with anybody,
including teams like Iowa and all the top
teams," said Terrance Todd '06. "He's doing a really good job so far and hopefully it
continues."
Against Tulane, Han set the pace early,
taking three three-pointers in the first half
and hitting all of them, but his was simply
one among many praise-worthy efforts put
forth by Stags guards. Van Schaick and
Danny Oglesby '06 scored 14 points apiece,
and Todd, after being shut out for most of
the game, exploded for a game-high tying
18 points, all of which took place in the final
nine minutes.
"Terrance just took over, and as soon as
Terrance took over, I knew we were going to

win because they didn't have anybody who
could guard him," Van Schaick said.
But although the guards carried the
team, as they have in every game so far,
the Stags were helped in no small part by
the improved play of Geoff Middleton '08,
who at 6'9" is by far the tallest player on
the team.
With Alvin Carter '05 limited to 14 minutes by foul trouble (he fouled out mid-way
through the second half), Middleton saw his
most significant playing time as a Stag, and
used it well. In a career-high 24 minutes, he
tied a career-high with four points, but more
importantly, he blocked a career-high four
shots, and helped hold Green Wave center
Quincy Davis — the reigning Conference
USA field goal percentage leader - to six
points on 1-3 shooting from the floor.
"I feel like I had an all right game, but
I can always do better. I had an opportunity
to play a lot of minutes today, so I'm just
looking to contribute the most that I can,"
Middleton said.
With the monkey off their backs, the
Stags happily waited out an hour-long delay
in Cedar Rapids, and a long connecting flight
home from Chicago to New York - situations
that could have given them a lot to mull over,
but instead passed with optimism regarding
the up-coming league season.
"It's been a struggle for us not getting
a win and playing so hard in a couple of our
games and coming up short, " Van Schaick
said. "So it's definitely a relief, and it's a
big win to have before our league game on
Friday."
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Stephanie Ryan '08 scored a careerhigh 18 points to lead the women's basketball team to a 70-61 victory over Yale
at the John J. Lee Amphitheater in New
Haven, Conn.
The win improved the Stags to 2-2
and puts them on a current two game winning streak.
Ryan came off the bench to lead the
Stags over the winless Bulldogs. She
scored 13 or her 18 points in the second
half. She also added five rebounds and
six steals. Head Coach Dianne Nolan was
very pleased with Ryan's performance.
"She let the game come to her," Nolan
said. "It was like it was a one man show
out there. She was everywhere on the
court and had a tremendous defensive
presence."
The Stags went on an 11-0 run in
the first half to give them an early lead.
Fairfield was up 35-24 at the end of the
first half and continued to stay in control
into the second half. The Stags kept a substantial lead throughout the second half to
hold on for the road victory.
The women's last two wins have
been on the road against two Ivy League
foes, Yale and Harvard. The Stags played
Hartford Tuesday at the arena and host
Niagara in their first conference game of
the season. Nolan said she is happy with
SEE "NOLAN" ON P.
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License to shoot: Sabra Wrice '08 and
the Stags took care of Yale, and look to
get the conference season off on the right
foot Friday night against Niagara

